
A Cup of Grace to Open With Focus
on Coffee, Health, Community

Coffee Shop Grand
Opening July 28
Gabe Stark
Reporter

A Cup of Grace will soon open
its doors in Trenton, offering cus-
tomers a combination of tradi-
tional coffeehouse favorites, pro-
tein drinks, sugar-free options and
products designed to complement
an active lifestyle.

The Trenton Area Chamber of
Commerce will hold a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony for the new busi-
ness at noon Tuesday, July 28.
A Cup of Grace is located at 916
Harris Ave. in the same building
as The Daily, a gym and wellness
business.
OwnerWilliam Schroll said the

coffee shop was developed as part
of a larger vision to bring coffee,

Davis Earns Silver
at FCCLA National

Conference
Gabe Stark
Reporter

Trenton Middle School student
Ashlynn Davis earned a silver rat-
ing while representing her school
at the 2026 Family, Career and
Community Leaders of America
National Leadership Conference
inWashington, D.C.
The conference, held July 6-10,

brought togethermore than 10,000
FCCLA members, advisers and
guests from across the United
States, Puerto Rico and American
Samoa. Davis was among 231
Missouri students who competed
at the national event.
Davis competed in the Fashion

Construction STAR Event, pre-
senting an outfit she designed and
sewed. The project included flared

SUBMITTED

Ashlynn Davis represented
Trenton Middle School at
the 2026 FCCLA National
Leadership Conference in
Washington, D.C.

Howard’s Department Store Closing
After More Than Five Decades In Business
Gabe Stark
Reporter

After more than five decades of
serving area shoppers, Howard’s
Department Store is preparing
to close its doors in downtown
Trenton.
The family-owned store at 1000

Main St. has been a familiar part
of the downtown business dis-
trict for 55 years, offering cloth-
ing, shoes and personal service
through generations of change
in the retail industry.
Howard’s became more than a

place to shop. Customers could try
on merchandise, compare sizes
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Howard’s Department Store in downtown Trenton is preparing to close after serving area shoppers
for more than five decades.
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and receive help from employ-
ees who knew the products
and often knew the shoppers
themselves.
Kevin Noel, son of longtime

owners Elvin and Peggy Noel,



fitness and wellness services to-
gether under one roof.
“I wanted to open a coffee

shop for a multitude of reasons,”
Schroll said. “I knew for sure we
were going to do the gym and the
wellness side, and I thought coffee
would be a perfect combination.”
While the businesses operate

separately, Schroll said their ser-
vices naturally complement one
another. Customers could stop
for a coffee or pre-workout drink
before exercising, meet a friend
after a workout or enjoy a drink
before or after using the wellness
services.
Schroll said the overall goal is

to create a gathering place that
encourages healthier choices and
helps bring people together.
Bailey and Kristin Owen will

handle much of the daily oper-
ation of A Cup of Grace, while
Schroll provides business guid-
ance and management support.
Schroll said the three are working
together as partners and empha-
sized that each person plays an
important role in the business.

“They had a huge amount of am-
bition,” Schroll said. “The goal is
for them to operate it and for me
to help manage and teach them
the business side.”
Schroll said customer service

will be one of the company’s high-
est priorities.
“Customer experience is by

far the No. 1 thing,” Schroll said.
“Whether it is the product or
the service, we want to focus on
quality.”
The shop’s menu will include

regular coffee choices and a
variety of sugar-free drinks. It
will also feature protein coffees,
hydration drinks and optional
additions such as collagen and
creatine.
Kristin, part owwner, said the

selection was partly inspired by
her own difficulty finding coffee
drinks that were not overly sweet.
“Not many places had a lot of

sugar-free options, and adding
the extra sugar made the coffee
too sweet for me,” she said.

Schroll said the products were
selected based on items he and the
other operators already use and
believe in.
“Everything here is something

that I believe in,” he said. “The
products we sell are products we
were already consuming before
we ever started this.”
Convenience will also be a ma-

jor part of the business. A Cup of
Grace will have a drive-through,
and customers will be able to or-
der ahead through the shop’s web-
site. The name A Cup of Grace was
chosen as a reminder that people
should not expect perfection from
themselves, particularly while
balancing family, work and other
responsibilities.
“As a mom, it’s really hard to

give yourself grace and remember
you’re not perfect,” Kristin said. “I
have to remember to give myself
grace as a mom, as a wife and in
everything in between. That is
where the name came from.”
Although the owners describe

the business as Christian-based,
they said the shop is intended
to welcome people of all back-
grounds and beliefs.
“We don’t want anybody to feel

judged,” Schroll said. “We believe
what we believe, but everybody
is welcome to come in and enjoy
some coffee.”
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A Cup of Grace, located at 916 Harris Ave. in Trenton, will
celebrate its grand opening with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at
noon Tuesday, July 28.
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said the store’s history is deeply
connected to his family.
“It’s beenmy life,” Noel said. “It

just gets in your blood.”
The family’s connection to retail

in Trenton began before Howard’s
opened. Noel said his grandfather
previously operated a shoe store
called Family Shoe. The operation
later expanded to include Friends
in Chillicothe and JP Fashions in
Cameron. All three stores are now
holding going-out-of-business
sales.
Several generations of the Noel

family worked behind the counter,
selected merchandise and helped
customers find clothing and shoes.
Noel began working at the store as
a child.
“I’ve only been on the payroll

since I was 8, so I’ve been doing
this my whole life,” Noel said.
Howard’s remained a downtown

anchor as shopping shifted from
locally owned stores to national

chains and online retailers.
“When I was growing up, every

dollar that was spent locally would
turn in town seven times before it
left the community,” Noel said.
“Nowadays, you’ve got people go-
ing straight to Amazon, and so that
money never stays local.”
Despite those changes, Howard’s

continued offering personal ser-
vice that online shopping could not
easily replace. Employees could
suggest sizes, recommend styles
and help customers find outfits for
work, school or special occasions.
The store’s legacy is also tied to

downtownTrenton. Elvin Noel was
active in efforts to strengthen the
business district and encourage in-
vestment in downtown properties.
“He would just be tickled to

death to see people stopping
and walking from shop to shop,”
Noel said. “That would have just
warmed his heart.”
The family chose to close all

three stores rather than continue
operating only one location.
“I couldn’t pick one store to

close,” Noel said. “They’re all part
of my blood, and I couldn’t pick a
favorite to keep open.”
Rather than selling the busi-

nesses, the family decided to hold
closing sales. Noel said the process
has allowed longtime customers to
return and share memories with
the family.
“She has been getting to see the

fruit of her labor,” Noel said of his
mother. “She gets to have some
closure.”
Although Howard’s is closing,

the family owns the Trenton build-
ing and has not decided what will
eventually occupy the space. Noel
said another family-operated ven-
ture could someday open under a
different name.
“We don’t want to end that,”

Noel said. “It’ll be under a differ-
ent name. It’ll be something.Who
knows?”
Howard’s may be closing, but

its influence will remain in the
memories of customers and in the
downtown district the Noel family
spent years helping support.

Cup of Grace
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jeans with a lace inset and a co-
ordinating top.
She titled the project “Ashlynn

Rae’s Buttons and Bows” after in-
corporating blue bows and bow-
shaped buttons throughout the
outfit. Her work earned a silver
rating from the national judges.
Davis said the conference chal-

lenged her to grow both person-
ally and professionally.
“I learned the importance of

leadership, teamwork and per-
severance while connecting with
students from across the country
who share the same passion for
making a difference,” she said. “I
was able to bring home new ideas
and skills that I will carry with

me into my future.”
Davis, a seventh-grade student,

serves as vice president of the
Trenton Middle School FCCLA
chapter. She plans to use what
she learned at the conference to
help lead local service projects,
encourage other students to par-
ticipate in STAR Events and help
fellow members develop their
leadership skills.
In addition to competing, Davis

and the Trenton Middle School
group toured several Washington,
D.C. landmarks. The group took
a guided tour of the U.S. Capitol
and visited the Washington
Monument, Lincoln Memorial
and Smithsonian National Air
and Space Museum.
The chapter also participat-

ed in an FCCLA rally on Capitol

Hill, where members promot-
ed the importance of career
and technical education pro-
grams. FCCLA is incorporat-
ed into Family and Consumer
Sciences classes and gives stu-
dents opportunities to develop
leadership, communication,
workplace readiness and prob-
lem-solving skills.
The 2026 conference coincid-

ed with events commemorating
the nation’s 250th anniversary.
Participants attended leadership
sessions, educational workshops,
career exploration programs and
networking activities designed to
connect classroom lessons with
future careers.
TMS FCCLA adviser Joy Bridges

said the conference allowed stu-
dents to see the opportunities

available to them through the
organization.
“For our chapter, the National

Leadership Conference was more
than a trip,” Bridges said. “It was
an opportunity to see what is pos-
sible when students are given the
skills, support and confidence to
lead.”
Bridges also thanked the busi-

nesses and organizations that
helped make the trip possible.
Tractor Supply Co. allowed the
chapter to conduct a bake sale,
while the Trenton Elks Lodge,
BTC Bank and Modine provided
donations.
“We very much appreciate the

community support we received
to help our students attend this
conference,” Bridges said. “We
are grateful for their generosity.”

Trenton Native’s 50-Year Legacy Inspires Generations Through Art
Gabe Stark
Reporter

What began in the gardens of her
grandmother’s home in Trenton
has blossomed into a five-decade
legacy of creativity, education and
healing for one of central Oregon’s
most respected artists.
Trenton native Marlene Moore

Alexander, now a longtime resi-
dent of Bend, Oregon, was recently
recognized in BendMagazine for
her 50 years as an artist, teacher
and advocate for arts in health-
care. The feature highlights a ca-
reer that has influenced thousands
of students while transforming
public spaces, hospitals and the
local arts community.
Alexander, who graduated from

the Kansas City Art Institute in
1968 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts
in painting and printmaking,
moved to Bend in 1971. Five years
later, she founded Creative Arts, an
art school that continues to teach
children and adults today.
Despite building an acclaimed

career nearly 1,700miles from her
hometown, Alexander credits her
Missouri roots with shaping the
artist she became.
“My grandmother taught me

how to see,” Alexander said in the
magazine feature. “She was always
pointing out colors and textures.”
Those early lessons developed

into what she describes as a pho-
tographic memory, allowing her
to notice details in nature that
inspire her work. Drawing from

the landscapes of central Oregon,
Alexander creates paintings using
oil, acrylic, watercolor, charcoal,
alcohol ink, gold leaf and collage.
Her artwork has been exhibited in
galleries across the country and
earned numerous regional and
national honors.
While her paintings have re-

ceived widespread recognition,
Alexander’s greatest impact may
be found in the generations of stu-
dents she has mentored.
For 50 years, she has encouraged

children to embrace creativity and
individuality, often reminding
them to “jump out of the box and
be you.”
Former students include com-

munity leaders, healthcare profes-
sionals and artists who continue

to credit Alexander with help-
ing shape their confidence and
careers.
Many families have returned

generation after generation, with
parents who once took Alexander’s
classes later enrolling their own
children.
Her commitment to nurturing

creativity never wavered, even
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Alexander modified her studio
with plexiglass barriers and air
purification systems so students
could continue creating art safely.
Alexander’s influence extends

well beyond the classroom.
Believing that “art is healing for

the soul,” she became a pioneer
in bringing art into healthcare
settings. She helped establish

Arts in the Hospital at St. Charles
Medical Center in Bend in 1990,
coordinating the program for 12
years while introducing visual art,
music, writing and other creative
experiences for patients, visitors
and staff.
Her work included developing

mobile art carts for patient rooms,
organizing rotating art galleries
and helping individuals facing
life-changing injuries rediscover
creative expression.
Hospital staff interviewed for

the magazine credited Alexander
with transforming the atmosphere
of St. Charles through art, calling
her contributions instrumental
in changing how healing spaces
were experienced by patients and
families.
Today, Alexander remains ac-

tive as both an artist and teacher.
Surrounded by photographs of
hundreds of former students in
her Bend studio, she continues
to inspire new generations while
staying connected with many she
taught decades ago.
Reflecting on a career spanning

half a century, Alexander said her
passion has never faded.
“I still love what I do as much as

when I started,” she said.
For friends and former class-

mates in Trenton, Alexander’s
story is a reminder that the curi-
osity first nurtured in a Missouri
garden has grown into a lifetime
devoted to helping others discov-
er the beauty of seeing the world
through creative eyes.

SUBMITTED

Marlene Moore Alexander, a Trenton native, stands in the Bend,
Oregon, classroom where she has inspired generations of students
through art for the past 50 years.
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Art’s Alive Features
Slate Of Community Events
Gabe Stark
Reporter

Art’s Alive is building on the suc-
cess of its first full season of pro-
gramming with a new lineup of
concerts, community theater and
family-friendly events planned for
2026-27.
The nonprofit organization re-

cently previewed the upcoming
season, which will include four
concerts, a community theater
production and the fourth annual
holiday gingerbread contest. The
season is presented in partner-
ship with the Trenton High School
Fine Arts Department, with most
performances scheduled in the
Trenton Performing Arts Center.
Art’s Alive began in 2019 by orga-

nizing one event at a time before
expanding into its first complete
season last year. During the season
preview, organizers looked back at
the performances and activities
that helped the organization reach
new audiences and provide more
opportunities for local artists.
The past season included tour-

ing musicians, the French Family
Band, a production of Agatha
Christie’s “TheMousetrap,” the an-
nual gingerbread contest and a St.
Patrick’s Day concert byWinsome
and Friends.
Organizers said the French

Family Band attracted visitors
from throughout the region, in-
cluding people who traveled from
St. Joseph, Omaha and Hannibal.
The group has since returned to
the Grand Ole Opry and released
another album.
The season also created oppor-

tunities for area performers and
directors. Elizabeth Hackathorn
made her directing debut with
“TheMousetrap,” whileWinsome
and Friends closed the concert sea-
son with a program featuring local
musicians and Irish-themed songs.
“I think that’s been a really spe-

cial thing for our series, to get
to do something that is local,”
Elizabeth Hackathorn, an Art’s
Alive representative said.
Local talent will again be fea-

tured during the coming season
through a production of the com-
edy “Play On”
Art’s Alive is a nonprofit

organization led by a 15-mem-
ber board of directors. Its stated
mission is to provide affordable
entertainment, promote fine arts
education and expose residents of
Grundy County and surrounding
communities to the arts in their
many forms.
At Art’s Alive recent apprecia-

tion banquet, the organization’s
leaders thanked the community
for supporting the cause through
donations, which make the per-
formances possible. Organizers
said Art’s Alive has raised nearly
$20,000 in sponsorships in the past
three years.
“It really does take more than

season tickets to be able to af-
ford to put a season on like this,”
Director Amy Guthrie said. “We do
need sponsors to make it work.”
Sponsorship letters are expect-

ed to bemailed soon. Sponsors are
recognized at each event andmay
receive season tickets depending
on their level of support.
The 2026-27 season will be-

gin with “It Takes Two — A
Legendary Duo Revue” at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 15, in the Trenton
Performing Arts Center. Erinn
Dearth and Dan Beckmann of
Letters From Home will present
a musical and comedy tribute to
famous duos, ranging from Johnny
Cash and June Carter to Fred
Astaire and Ginger Rogers.
Lindley Creek, a family blue-

grass band from southern
Missouri, will perform at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 3. The group com-
bines traditional bluegrass with
modern influences and features
Kathie Greer, John Greer, Katie
Greer and Jase Greer.

The community theater pro-
duction “Play On” will be present-
ed at 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 23, and 2
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24. Directed
by Hackathorn, the comedy fol-
lows a theater group desperately
trying to stage a showwhile its au-
thor continually revises the script.
The increasingly chaotic rehears-
als lead to a final performance in
which nearly everything that can
go wrong does.
The fourth annual gingerbread

contest will be held Friday, Dec.
4, during Trenton’s downtown
Christmas festivities sponsored by
Trenton Five Points Alive. Prizes
will be awarded in several catego-
ries, and visitors will vote for the
People’s Choice Award.
Ventriloquist and comedian

Todd Oliver will perform at 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 5, 2027. Oliver’s fam-
ily-friendly show features Irving
the Talking Dog and a rotating cast
of characters, along with comedy,
magic, music and audience partic-
ipation. His television appearanc-
es have included “America’s Got
Talent” and “The Tonight Show.”
The season will conclude with

local favorite Slow Leak at 7 p.m.
Friday, March 5, 2027. The band
blends bluegrass, folk and acous-
tic harmonies with original songs
inspired by heartbreak, happi-
ness, triumphs and difficult times.
Members include Cree Mullenix,
Sean Cleary, Bob Gass, Dirk Ellis
and Travis Mullenix.
Tickets will be sold at the

Trenton Hy-Vee customer ser-
vice desk and Dynamic Tax &
Accounting. Individual tickets
will be offered approximately two
weeks before each event.

GABE STARK/
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Art’s Alive
board members
and supporters
gather during the
organization’s
recent appreciation
banquet to celebrate
its first full season
and preview the
2026-27 schedule
of concerts, theater
and community
events.



Partnership Creates College
Pathway for Skilled Trades Instructors
North Central Missouri College

is partnering with the Carpenters
International Training Fund and
the University of Central Missouri
to help skilled trades instructors
turn their professional train-
ing and experience into college
credentials.
Under the five-year agreement,

NCMC will offer an Associate
of Applied Science in Applied
Technology pathway for instruc-
tors affiliated with the United
Brotherhood of Carpenters. After
completing the associate de-
gree, participants may continue
their education at UCM through
the NCMC-UCM Direct Connect
partnership.
The program brings together

industry training, community
college coursework and universi-
ty degree completion to create a
more accessible path for working
professionals. Approximately 500
instructors are expected to receive
training and certification through
the partnership each year.
“North Central Missouri College

is proud to be part of a partnership
that meets students where they are
and helps them move forward,”
NCMC President Lenny Klaver
said.
“Many of these participants

bring years of professional expe-
rience and leadership in the skilled
trades,” Klaver said. “Our role is to
help translate that experience into
a meaningful academic pathway
while helping students navigate
transcripts, prior coursework
and the first steps of returning to
college.”

NCMC will assist participants
with admissions, transcript re-
views, previous coursework and
the recognition of applicable train-
ing and professional experience.
Faculty and staff from NCMC,

UCM and the Carpenters
International Training Fund are
also working to align industry
instruction with college-level
learning requirements. The effort
is designed to reduce duplicated
coursework and help participants
progress more efficiently toward
certificates and degrees.
In some cases, training complet-

ed through the fund and course-
work completed through UCMmay
count toward NCMC’s associate de-
gree requirements. The arrange-
ment allows students to build on
their existing education and pro-
fessional experience rather than
starting over.
The Applied Technology degree

recognizes participants’ techni-
cal expertise while helping them
develop additional skills for ad-
vancement in education, training
and leadership. Graduates may
then pursue UCM’s Bachelor of
Science in Educational Studies
and Training. Additional creden-
tials may be available in industry
education, career and technical
education and safety science.
“This partnership reflects

UCM’s commitment to workforce
development and educational op-
portunities that support skilled
trades professionals across North
America,” UCM President Roger
Best said.
“By working with NCMC and

UBC, we are helping create a path-
way that recognizes applied learn-
ing, supports career advancement
and connects industry training to
meaningful academic credentials,”
Best said.

The Carpenters International
Training Fund is the training di-
vision of the United Brotherhood
of Carpenters, which represents
more than 530,000 members in
the United States and Canada. The
fund provides curriculum devel-
opment, instructor education and
technical and leadership training.
Training takes place at the

Carpenters International Training
Center in Las Vegas, which serves
approximately 15,000members an-
nually. The facility includes more
than 70 classrooms, conference
spaces and technical laboratories.
“Our members and contractors

depend on world-class training,
and that starts with world-class in-
structors,” fund Executive Director
Bob Jacobson said.
“This partnership gives our in-

structors new opportunities to
earn academic credentials while
enhancing their ability to deliv-
er the industry-leading training
that has become the hallmark
of the United Brotherhood of
Carpenters,” Jacobson said.
Initial discussions began in June

2025, and the first course was of-
fered in November. Six instructor
certification courses began during
the spring 2026 semester. Courses
connected to NCMC’s Applied
Technology degree are expected
to begin during the summer and
fall 2026 terms.
The three organizations plan

to continue identifying ways to
recognize prior learning, align
coursework and develop additional
educational pathways for appren-
ticeship instructors nationwide.

SUBMITTED

Representatives from North Central Missouri College, the
University of Central Missouri and the Carpenters International
Training Fund gather in recognition of a new partnership creating
college degree pathways for skilled trades instructors.

Pomp & Circumstance
Students at Missouri State

University were recently recog-
nized for earning degrees during
the spring 2026 semester.
Laura Black of Trenton was

among the Missouri State gradu-
ates for the semester. Black grad-
uated with a Bachelor of Science
in Education in special education/
cross categorical.
Jaica Clark of Trenton also

graduated from Missouri State
University. Clark earned a Bachelor

of Science in psychology, graduat-
ing cum laude.
Students graduating with honors

completed at least 30 credit hours
with aminimum cumulative grade-
point average of 3.5.
“Pomp & Circumstance” includes

names of local students who received a
degree from a college, university, trade
school or other post-secondary insti-
tution. To submit information about
student achievements, email Gabe
Stark at gstark@cherryroad.com.
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Harris Begins Term as Trenton Rotary Club President
Gabe Stark
Reporter

Kristi Harris has begun her term
as president of the Trenton Rotary
Club with plans to strengthen the
organization’s community service
efforts, expand fundraising and
help position the club for future
growth.
“I’m passionate about serving our

community, and theTrentonRotary
Club provided ameaningful way to
put that passion into action,” Harris
said. “I was drawn to itsmission of
service and the opportunity towork
alongside others who share that
same commitment.”
Harris said being chosen to lead

the club is an honor, although
she initially questioned wheth-
er she was ready to accept the
responsibility.
“At first, I wasn’t sure I was ready

to take on the role, but I’ve come to
see it as a natural extension ofmy
values as a servant leader,” Harris
said. “I’m excited for the opportu-
nity to help guide the club’s efforts
andmake a positive impact in our
community.”
During her term, Harris said the

clubwill focus onmaintaining con-
sistent community service while
working toward long-termfinancial
stability.Members also plan to intro-
duce an additional fundraiser that
could provide more resources for
local projects and charitable giving.
The club will continue develop-

ing its established programswhile
reviewing ways to improve its cur-
rent efforts.
“The goal is not only to improve

howwe serve today, but to position
the club for even greater effective-
ness and growth in the future,”
Harris said.

Among the club’s major local
projects is a shoe collection drive
that benefits children through the
Bright Futures program. Rotary
members also organize and plan
the annual Missouri Day Parade,
a long-standing Trenton tradition.
When funding is available, the

club contributes to playground im-
provements, community organiza-
tions, charitable causes and other
local initiatives. Harris saidmem-
bers also volunteer throughout the
community, both through Rotary
projects and independently with
nonprofit organizations.
While much of the Trenton

club’s work is local, Harris said the
public may not realize the extent
of Rotary’s international efforts.
Rotary clubs around the world
support projects involving disease
prevention, clean water, educa-
tion, economic development and

environmental sustainability.
One of Rotary International’s

best-known efforts is its campaign
to eradicate polio.
“What makes Rotary unique

is that it connects local service
with global purpose,” she said.
“Members canmake a difference
right here in Trenton while also
contributing tomeaningful change
around the world.”
Harris said the club welcomes

people who are interested in ser-
vice, community involvement and
building relationships. Those inter-
ested in learningmoremay contact
Harris or anotherTrentonRotarian.
“Rotary is a great way to get in-

volved, build relationships and con-
tribute tomeaningful service both
locally and globally,” Harris said.
“We’d love to share more about
what we do and explore how others
can become part of it.”

Health Department
Announces Updated
WIC Income Guidelines
The Grundy County Health

Department has announced updat-
ed income eligibility guidelines for
the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program forWomen, Infants and
Children, reflecting annual adjust-
mentsmade by theU.S. Department
of Health andHuman Services.
The revised guidelines are based

on 185% of the federal poverty
guidelines and determine eligibil-
ity for Missouri residents seeking

WIC benefits.
WIC provides nutrition services

for pregnantwomen, newmothers,
infants and children through age 5.
Program services include healthy
supplemental foods, nutrition risk
assessments, nutrition education
and counseling, breastfeeding
promotion and support, as well
as health screenings and referrals
to medical and other community
services.
To qualify for WIC, applicants

must live in Missouri, meet in-
come guidelines and be deter-
mined to be at nutritional risk.

Individuals who participate in the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, Temporary Assistance or
mostMissouri HealthNet programs
are automatically considered in-
come-eligible forWIC.
The published income limits are

based on gross (pre-tax) household
income. Pregnant women may
count as two familymemberswhen
determining eligibility.
Under the updated guidelines,

annual income limits are:
Household of one: $29,526
Household of two: $40,034
Household of three: $50,542

Household of four: $61,050
The health department noted

that complete income guidelines
for larger family sizes are available
through theMissouriWIC program.
WIC services in Grundy County

are administered by the Grundy
CountyHealth Department, located
at 1716 Lincoln in Trenton. Clinics
are available by appointment from
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 2 to
4:30 p.m.
For more information or to ap-

ply for WIC benefits, contact the
Grundy CountyHealth Department
at (660) 359-4196.

In Re: Christine Lynn Kin-
caid-Sahagun

Case No. 26AG-DR00041

To Whom It May Concern:
Notice is hereby given that
by an Order of the Circuit
Court of the County of Grun-
dy, Missouri, Division I,
Case No. 26AG-DR00041
made and entered on the

PUBLICNOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

All ads are subject to approval before publication. CherryRoad Media reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the

first day of publication. CherryRoad Media shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement.

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
classifieds@trentontelegraph.com

record on July 7, 2026, the
name of Christine Lynn Kin-
caid-Sahagun was to change
to Christine Lynn Kincaid.

/s/ Becky Stanturf
Circuit Clerk

Published in Trenton Tele-
graph July 17, 24, 31, 2026.

4720960

PUBLICNOTICE

In Re: Sarah Kathleen Mos-
bacher

Case No. 26AG-DR00052

To Whom It May Concern:
Notice is hereby given that
by an Order of the Circuit
Court of the County of Grun-
dy, Missouri, Division I, Case
No. 26AG-DR00052 made
and entered on the record on

PUBLICNOTICE

July 7, 2026, the name of Sar-
ah Kathleen Mosbacher was
to change to Sarah Kathleen
Hedrick.

/s/ Becky Stanturf
Circuit Clerk

Published in Trenton Tele-
graph July 17, 24, 31, 2026.

4721100

PUBLICNOTICE

Classifieds reach locals faster

than any online search.
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PUZZLES
THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Stella Zawistowski

FOR RELEASE JULY 24, 2026

ACROSS
1 Unwilling to work
5 Sports data, for
short

10 __ von Bismarck
14 Indiana neighbor
15 Airline employee
16 Cage for chickens
17 Bird’s appendage
18 Flared skirt style
19 Compete in a

joust
20 NYC

performance
venue: 2 wds.

23 Periodicals, for
short

24 Deeply desire
25 One of the Twin

Cities: 2 wds.
28 Was perfect for
31 Shampoo brand
32 Revise prose
36 Wormlike insect

stage
37 Imitate
38 Keynote __
40 Author Fleming
41 Out of bed
43 City cab
44 Repair, as socks
45 Formal decrees
47 __-eyed stare
49 Famed Florence

cathedral
51 Get rid of
52 Spread paired

with jelly: 2 wds.
55 Hit the ground
56 Metes (out)
57 “Othello” villain
60 Fascinated by
61 Sparkly-centered

rock
62 Iranian currency
63 Cold War nation:

Abbr.
64 Lauder of

cosmetics
65 Prefix with

“chamber”

DOWN
1 Close to the
ground

2 Yellowfin tuna

3 Brass component
4 Exercise
accessory: 2
wds.

5 “The Star-__
Banner”

6 Mosaic parts
7 Sacha Baron
Cohen character:
2 wds.

8 Gin and __
9 Controls a car
10 Actress Spencer
11 Travel-kit items
12 Highway fee
13 Make a choice
21 Author Santha

Rama __
22 Lugs
25 Tire in a trunk
26 Lukewarm
27 U.S. leaders
29 Actor Chris
30 Fine and __
33 Banned

insecticide: Abbr.
34 Lyricist Gershwin
35 Houston’s state:

Abbr.

38 Composer
Bruckner

39 Be a tourist
42 Peru neighbor
44 Portuguese wine
46 Smear
48 Allow
50 Native Americans

of Oklahoma

51 Nappy leather
52 Negative reviews
53 Ink stain
54 Wet weather
55 Figure skater

Alysa
58 Slang for a

firearm
59 Soccer cheer

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

Created by Stella Zawistowski 7/24/26

Thursday’s Puzzle Solved

7/24/26

©2026TribuneContentAgency,LLC
AllRightsReserved.

Friday’sPuzzleSolved

7/25/26

ANIMAL CRACKERS

BOUND&GAGGED

BREWSTER ROCKIT

Solution to Thursday’s puzzle

Complete the
grid so each row,

column and
3-by-3 box

(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9.
For strategies
on how to solve
Sudoku, visit
sudoku.org.uk

© 2026 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 11 22 33 44

7/24/26

SolutiontoFriday’spuzzle
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Beyond Reason: The Tricorn Hat
By Rob Perez
Columnist

The Founding Fathers were
remarkable men. Giants, really.
Their understanding of humanity.
Government. History. Human na-
ture. Their foresight. Their vision.
Their clarity of thought. They saw
farther than almost anyone before
them. Possibly anyone since. And
now I think I knowwhy.
It was the tricorn hat.
Somemay protest: Rob, a hat is

an adornment. An accessory for
the head. A hat does not speak to
themind and soul of what lies be-
neath it.
Maybe.Maybe not.
I spent the better part of the

fourth of July in a tricorn hat.
Not at a reenactment at Colonial
Williamsburg. Not in a parade. I
was needed in the yard. I wasn’t
trying to be funny. I was simply
headed outdoors for a long stint
and needed a hat. It was the fourth
of July, and TheWife had ordered
a couple of tricorn hats and, onmy
way out, I grabbed the brown one.
Let me clarify: my wife ordered

an eighteenth-century hat from
Amazon and had it delivered direct-
ly to our door. GeorgeWashington
crossed the Delaware for his tri-
corn. I crossed my threshold.
Barely. I opened the door and
reached. A very, very little.
I put on the tricorn and went

about my tasks. I shouldmention
that in a tricorn, you don’t have
jobs. You have tasks.
My tasks that day weremowing

and edging. Have you ever seen
someonemowing and edging— in
a tricorn hat?Well, on the fourth,
t’was I!
I assumed a tricorn was a trifle,

a novelty. I underestimated this
headgear. A tricorn is not uncom-
fortable. It’s something you put on
– and move on with your day. It’s
only when neighbors slow down
and point in your direction do you
remember — that you are, in fact,
up to something.
The brim stays out of your eyes.

The shade it offers is wide. It doesn’t
flop; it holds. It’s just a hat. No
signage.
It’s a hat.With three corners.
The Founding Fathers did not

invent the tricorn. It came from
Europe. Good artists borrow; great
artists steal. Letme tell you that our
founding fathers knewhow to steal.
A tricorn may not instill grit.

Back in the day, many a layabout
sported this hat and accomplished
exactly zilch. Nada. Zippo. They
waited. And nothing happened. But
others donned the tricorn already
imbued with grit. A good tricorn,
well, it adds.
Once you set about your tasks in

a tricorn, you complete them. In a
baseball cap, youmight mow the
front and then grab some lemon-
ade. In a tricorn, however, youmow
until there is nothing left tomow.
Then you edge like theworld needs
edging. Finally, you pull weeds.
That’s on aMonday.
A tricorn encourages fol-

low-through, pride. Better posture.
I takemyself a littlemore seriously.
Whatever I’m doing in a tricorn has
to be important.
Perhaps it alters your vernac-

ular. A passerby with a dog says,
‘Hello.’ To which you reply, ‘Good
day, citizen!’
History gives us very few true

Renaissance men. Leonardo da
Vinci was one. Benjamin Franklin
was another: inventor. Scientist.
Diplomat. Then he put on a tricorn.
And he addedwit.
And now I see how they did it.

The Declaration of Independence.
The Constitution. The Federalist
Papers. Checks. Balances.
Separation of powers. I mean,
spend a day in a tricorn and you
get things done.
Ever seen someone doom scroll-

ing social media — in a tricorn?
Exactly.
In a tricorn, I accomplishedmore

in onemorning than I had all week.
Maybe in amonth. By noon, lawn
wasmowed, garden was weeded,
edges trimmed, and I wrote a qui-
et rebuttal to the Federalist Papers.
Then I needed a sandwich.
We think of the Founding Fathers

as philosophers, statesmen and vi-
sionaries. And maybe they were.
Our Founding Fathers figured out
exactly howmuch brim themale
human needs to excel. Three.
Until Napoleon came along

with the tricorn 2.0. He called it —
the bicorn.
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